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spies on the proceedings of their masters. He could
wish that the new doty on wines should be confined
to future importations, and not made to include the
stock at present on hand ; and he most caution the
minister against laying too heavy a duty on the ar-
ticle, as such a step would, in all likelihood, in the
course of a very short time, operate as a prohibition.
Although it might appear that the consumption of
wine, during the last year, was greater than in other
preceding* ones, yet he should recollect the old pro-
Verb, " that an additional hair may break the ca-
mel's back." His intention was to move a clause
to the bill, by way of rider, providing, that the wines
imported in consequence of the recent orders sent
abroad, which may arrive by the first of July next,
should be liable to the new duties payable by instal-
ments, in the same manner as the duties upon stock
in hand.

Mr. Pitt in reply observed, if Mr. Sheridan had a rider to the
effect mentioned ready to be added to the bill, he should have no ob-
jection to adopt the proposition.

Mr. Sheridan said, he considered it due from him
to apologize to the house for not being prepared with
a rider, pursuant to his intention; but he was com-
pletely taken by surprise by the right honorable
gentleman, as he felt nothing more astonishing than
that he should adopt any proposition submitted by
him to the house.

MAY 13.
REAL, ANB PERSONAL SUCCESSION TAX BILL.

Mr. Pitt moved the order of the day for the third reading of the
bill for granting to His Majesty a tax on the real succession of landed
estates. The order being read, he moved, that the bill be read a third
time this day three months, which was agreed to.

Mr. SHERIDAN said, he hoped the right honor-
able gentleman had now considered the personal
succession tax, and was prepared to give it up; but